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By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN
The East Lake Library has reopened.
The library had been closed since 

fires and unrest tore through the neigh-
borhood during the last week of May 
2020. Prior to that, the library had only 
been open for curbside pick-up only in 
the months since the pandemic began.

Sarah Connolly has been the library 
supervisor for the past year, and what a 
year it has been. She said, “We are all very 
grateful to be back at our branch. We’ve 
spent a lot of time getting things set up 
for in-person patrons again.”

Before that could happen, the build-
ing had to be remediated for physical 
damage. Small fires had been lit inside 
the library during the unrest, and many of 

the neighboring buildings had burned to 
the ground. Interior smoke damage was 
extensive. Broken doors and windows on 
all sides were replaced. New carpet was 
installed, and new furniture purchased. 
All of the library computers were stolen 
or destroyed, and had to be replaced. 

Connolly said, “To prepare for re-
opening, staff took every book off the 
shelves for careful cleaning and inventory. 
All things considered, we count ourselves 
lucky. Because the fires didn’t set off the 
sprinkler system, most of our books were 
spared.” 

The East Lake Library reopened to 
in-person patrons on Monday, Dec. 27. Social Worker Devin Clarkson works on-site at the East 

Lake Library every Tuesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

East Lake Library reopens
Social worker now on site Tuesdays and Thursdays 
to help connect patrons to basic needs, benefits

By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN
Get a book in Spanish or English at the 

Little Free Library in front of Nokomis Tattoo 
(4933 S. 34th Ave.). It is now bilingual.

Through an informal partnership with 
other local business owners, Nokomis Tattoo 
owner Mike Welch officially began adding Span-
ish books on Jan. 20, 2021.

“I’m a strong advocate that diversity makes 
a community stronger,” said Welch. “If people 
live in an area where they feel welcomed and 
included then they’ll be more inclined to take 
pride in that area. Everyone benefits from those 
things.”

Raul Morales owns Nokomis Surplus next 
door (4935 S. 34th Ave.) and has lived up-
stairs since April 2020 when he moved from 
Burnsville. “I think it’s a great idea,” he said. “It 
makes the neighborhood more inviting to Span-
ish-speaking people. It really shows how sup-
portive the neighborhood is to racial equality. It 
supports the little guys who are taking Spanish 
in school.”

Brothers Roberto and Javier Grande of 
Grande Sunrise Mexican Restaurant (5554 S. 
34th Ave.) are also contributing books to this 
Little Free Library (LFL). Roberto said he was 
surprised when Welch mentioned it, and didn’t 
expect that conversation. He quickly offered his 
help and they started collecting books in Span-
ish to add to the LFL. 

“We have a lot of Spanish speakers around 
us,” Roberto observed. “I think they will accept 
this.”

“It’s so cool,” added Javier.
Irreverent Bookworm owner Meg Niesen 

lives in the area near Welch, and adds books to 
this Little Free Library.

Free bilingual books
Get a book in English or 
Spanish at 4933 34th Ave. S. 
– and give doggie a treat, too

By JAN WILLMS
When a child does not know 

where he or she is going to sleep 
at night, studying for that math 
test loses its importance. 

Having a roof over one’s 
head becomes more of a priority 
than acing the test.

With this thought in mind, a 
pilot program, Stable Homes Sta-
ble Schools launched in March 
2019. “The basic premise is to 
provide a subsidy for families of 
elementary children that allows 
them to find stable housing that 
is close to their school,” said Jeff 
Horwich, policy communications 
director for Minneapolis Public 
Housing Authority (MPHA).

The pilot program has now 
transitioned to become a perma-
nent part of the city budget. “The 
program came about from two 
observations which arose around 
the same time,” Horwich said. 
“One was the sobering statistic 
that one in 15 elementary stu-
dents in Minneapolis had expe-
rienced homelessness. And that 
was the impulse in the commu-
nity to try and find a solution. 

“The other piece was re-
search nationally about the im-
portance of stable housing for 
young children, especially for 
their long-term educational and 
economic development. We rec-
ognize that if you can provide 
stable housing for young chil-
dren, it can make a difference 
over a lifetime.”

The result was a partnership 
between the city, county, MPHA 
and Minneapolis Public Schools 
(MPS). “It was great from our 
perspective to be able to take 
our mission and our expertise in 
managing a subsidy program like 
this and combining it with fund-
ing from the city, which allows us 
to reach so many more families 

STABLE 
HOMES, 
STABLE 
SCHOOLS
Housing authority, 
city and schools work      
together to aid families
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Seven Bailey (at top) works with Jordan Powell Karis (in green) to install the new, more durable, 
metal fist sculpture at George Floyd Square (38th St. and Chicago Ave.) on Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day. (Photo by Jill Boogren)
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Ward 11 Minneapolis Coun-
cil Member Jeremy Schroeder has 
a Little Free Library in his own 
front yard, and appreciates how 
these informal community spac-
es bring neighbors together. He 
keeps a box of books in his home 
to fill his library with when it 
empties.

“It’s a great way to connect 
with the community,” Schro-
eder said, and he’s glad to see a 
designated bilingual one in the 
area with a plaque in English and 
Spanish.

“I’ve always loved all the lit-
tle libraries in our neighborhood. 
It’s just such a great idea and an 
easy way to build up interaction 
in your local community,” re-
marked Welch. “Ours has been 
super successful and fun. The 
books fly out of it.”

The most popular item is the 
MN Invents book that has been 
donated periodically by fellow 
Nokomis East Business Associa-
tion member Jeff Johnson of De-
sign Replace (5008 S 34th Ave.). 
“We will literally post that there 
are a few copies in the library 
and they’ll be cleared out within 
days,” said Welch. 

Two years ago, Welch was 
waiting for his credit union to 
open when he saw a Little Free 
Library there and realized busi-
nesses could have them. It got 
his  wheels  turning,  and he 
looked for someone to build 

one. The first builder didn’t fol-
low through, so he sought out an 
alternative on social media last 
summer.

Built by Sly Fox in just 10 
days, the Little Free Library is 
a smaller copy of the yellow 
Nokomis Tattoo building. Up 
next, the dog murals on the side 
of the building will be replicated 
on the LFL.

This LFL is also set apart by 
the doggie treat door on the side, 
which Kyle and Leah Heino of 
Nokomis Life help keep full.

“My wife and I are really 
happy with how this took off,” 
said Welch. “It was all awesome, 
but I still felt something was 
missing. I couldn’t figure it out, 
but one day it hit me. We have 
a bunch of Spanish-speaking 
people in Nokomis East and it 
only made sense to go the dis-
tance and change the little library 
into a bilingual one. We welcome 
everyone into the tattoo shop 
and have Spanish and English 
release forms so the little library 
shouldn’t be any different. We’re 
friends with so many of the Lat-
inX businesses in the area. We 
got on the horn, and the first two 
we hit up were all about it and 
that was Nokomis Surplus and 
Grande Sunrise Restaurant. They 
sent lists of book titles. We pur-
chased a few from those lists and 
then eventually they donated a 
ton of books, too. 

“It’s really come together.”

Bilingual Little Free Library
>> from 1

Nokomis Tattoo owner Mike Welch (left) is joined by Ward 11 Council member Jeremy Schroeder, Nokomis Surplus 
owner Raul Morales, and Grande Sunrise Restaurant owners Javier (front) and Roberto Grande to launch the bilingual 
Little Free Library on Jan. 20, 2021. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

Augsburg University staff vote to form union
Augsburg employees made 

history on Thursday, Jan. 7, 2021, 
becoming the first unionized 
professional staff at a private uni-
versity in Minnesota. Profession-
al and clerical employees voted 
overwhelmingly – 75% voting yes 
– to form their staff union with 
OPEIU Local 12. 

The vote, which was con-
ducted by the Minnesota Bureau 
of Mediation Services involving 
134 employees, was the culmina-
tion of a campaign that became 
public in October when the staff 
came forward to request union 
recognition. 

“For over a year, coworkers 
have come together to imagine 
a stronger Augsburg communi-
ty – a community that values 
and trusts its staff,” said Uriah 
Ward, a Student Financial Ser-
vices Counselor. “We have spent 
countless hours organizing and 

we’re excited that an overwhelm-
ing majority of staff have voted to 
form our union!”

Augsburg staff members, 
who have faced layoffs, fur-
loughs, pay and benefit cuts, 
and safety concerns during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, organized 
around having a voice in the de-
cisions that affect them, their 
coworkers, and students. Other 
long-standing concerns includ-
ed a lack of paid parental leave, 
racial and gender pay gaps, and 
increasing workloads without 
compensation. The group now 
turns to begin negotiating with 
the Augsburg administration who 
have pledged to work with the 
union in good faith. A focus of 
the campaign has been the con-
nection between the wellbeing of 
staff members and the support 
they provide to helping students 
succeed at the university.
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By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN
As more people see the need 

to not just talk about environ-
mental justice and racism but to 
do something about it, support 
is growing for the East Phillips 
Urban Indoor Farm.

During a virtual press confer-
ence on Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021, 
local politicians and citizens 
expressed their support for the 
project in the former Roof Depot 
/Sears site along the Midway 
Greenway that has been a dream 
of the community for over seven 
years. 

After  the neighborhood 
group moved to acquire the 
property in 2014, the city threat-
ened eminent domain and pur-
chased to store and repair its 
public works fleet. 

“The city talks about envi-
ronmental justice in every docu-
ment and the actions do not re-
flect their documents,” pointed 
out Senator Patricia Torres Ray 
(63), who lives in Nokomis and 
is part of the DFL Latino Caucus.

Carlos Parra Olivera has 
been a part of the indoor urban 
farm project since he was in high 
school. “It’s definitely been a bat-
tle,” he observed. “We’ve been 
fighting for this because we really 
need it. We don’t want to live in 
an industrial zone. We brought 
a solution. We brought opportu-
nities. Let’s get to that and work 
on it.”

 T h e  E a s t  P h i l l i p s  I n -
d o o r  U r b a n  Fa r m  p r o j e c t 
would repurpose the existing 
230,000-square-foot former Sears 
warehouse built in 1947. The 
farm at the 7.6-acre site would 
produce organic produce and in-
corporate aquaponics. It would 
provide very affordable family 
housing along with free housing 
for homeless with the promise of 
food, jobs and safety. The proj-
ect would also include one of the 
largest solar arrays in the state 
on the roof; a world café, coffee 
shop and food market with a gal-
lery to display and sell neighbor-
hood artisans’ works all run by 
local youth; a bike shop on the 
Midtown Greenway; and space 
for many of the burned out Lake 
St. businesses.

The project meets every goal 
of the South Side Green Zone 
and is in the South Minneapolis 
Opportunity Zone.

Mitigating harm 
to BIPOC community

“South Minneapolis and 
North Minneapolis have some 
of the highest percentages of the 
BIPOC community but also carry 
the highest energy burdens in our 
city,” stated Ward 8 Minneapolis 
Council member Andrea Jenkins, 
who lives 1.5 blocks from where 
George Floyd was murdered by 
Minneapolis police in 2020. She 
authored a resolution to declare 
racism a public health crisis in 
the city and it passed unani-
mously last year.

“I see this project as a way to 
mitigate some of the harm and 
begin to address some of the in-
equalities that have been hoist-
ed upon communities of color,” 
said Jenkins. 

“I support this effort to cre-
ate a more sustainable future for 
our city. I’m only one council 
member out of 13. I will do my 
best to fight but we need com-
munity support to help with 
that,” said Jenkins. “I stand with 

you all to bring a brighter future 
to our neighborhoods.”

Veda Karnitz is chair of the 
DFL Environmental Caucus. 
“The neighborhood has suffered 
the effects of industrial pollu-
tion long enough,” Karnitz said. 
“There is arsenic in the soil and 
polluted air. They’ve got the high-
est concentration of lead pollu-
tion in the state. Their children 
have asthma with the highest 
hospitalization levels in the state.

“This highly concentrated 
residential neighborhood is pri-
marily home to Native Ameri-
cans, Black, Somali, and Latinx 
communities, and the city wants 
to further pollute the air with a 
diesel parking garage.

“Haven ’ t  they  su f f e red 
enough?” asked Karnitz.

The city’s plan is to demol-
ish the iconic Sears warehouse, 
which will release arsenic in the 
air that is currently encapsulat-
ed. It would be replaced by a 
series of sheds for 400 commer-
cial city vehicles (most of them 
diesel), a hot asphalt storage fa-
cility, and multi-story parking 
ramp for the 400 employee ve-
hicles that would be coming and 
going twice a day. They would 
also store manhole covers, sewer 
pipes, and sand-salt mix. No 
water would be treated on the 
site; that is done at 4500 Reser-
voir Blvd. in Columbia Heights.

City faces lawsuit for refusing 
to follow law

The city of Minneapolis is 
insisting that it doesn’t have to 
follow state law that requires any 
project in this neighborhood be 
reviewed by the Minnesota Pol-
lution Control Agency to analyze 

the cumulative pollution effects. 
Over the years, the Clark/Berglin 
Environmental Justice Law has 
been applied to projects by the 
Metropolitan Council, city of 
Minneapolis, and Abbott North-
western Hospital, among others.

Elizabeth Royal is represent-
ing EPNI in its lawsuit against the 
city because of its refusal to sub-
mit to an outside review. They’d 
like to also file a discrimination 
lawsuit based on racial discrim-
ination but current laws don’t 
allow adverse affects to be fac-
tored in for environmental cases 
as they do for employment cases.

“What’s happening in this 
neighborhood is clear discrim-
ination based on race,” stated 
Royal.

They are working to raise 
$70,000 in the next few weeks 
to cover legal costs and a bond 
as part of an environmental im-
pact statement to prevent the city 
from demolishing the building.

Repairing harm, 
creating a standard for future

District 62 Senator Omar 
Fateh stated, “Our district has 
suffered tremendously this past 
year. This project will bring much 
needed economic opportunity 
to the heart of our district giving 
folks the opportunity to not only 
work for a livable wage but to 
work for the betterment of our 
community.

“This area in Minneapolis 
has historically been called the 
arsenic triangle because of the 
pollution that has been concen-
trated in this area where Black 
folks, Indigenous peoples and 
other historically marginalized 
communities live. To me en-
vironmental justice means that 

we are not only protecting the 
health and safety of our histori-
cally disempowered communities 
but proactively and restorative-
ly working to repair the harm 
caused by environmental racism. 
With this in mind, this project 
creates a standard for the future.”

Fateh added, “This project 
will create a nationwide template 
for similar projects for sustain-
able food production, employ-
ment and green jobs, and afford-
able housing.”

The private firm, Agro Fund, 
is ready to invest in the EPNI 
project. Their vision is to develop 
40,000 square feet into an indoor 
hydroponic garden. Micro-greens 
or another highly perishable crop 
would provide nutritious greens 
that can be grown at a commer-
cial scale, according to Argo Fund 
representative Mark Erjavec. Their 
plan would generate 50 direct 
jobs. Just as important are the 
spin-off business opportunities 
for local entrepreneurs.

Agro Fund also envisions 
supporting creative research and 
educational opportunities for 
adults and children.

Voice your support
“I ’m hoping people are 

seeing how serious this is to us 
and how important,” remarked 
EPNI board member Cassandra 
Holmes, who resides at Little 
Earth of the United Tribes Com-
munity and lost her 16-year-old 
son to heart disease she believes 
was caused by pollution in the 
area. “We want to live. We want 
to survive.”

“It’s unfortunate we’ve had 
to work so hard to get the sup-
port, but I really appreciate the 
support we have today,” said 

EPNI board member Clarence Bi-
schoff.

“I think our community 
is very ready and excited about 
this project,” remarked longtime 
Phillips resident and EPNI board 
member Steve Sandberg.

David Lee is a member of the 
Global Shapers, a United Nations 
World Economic Development 
Forum with chapters around the 
world, that is partnering with the 
East Phillips Neighborhood Insti-
tute (EPNI). He lives at 38th and 
Portland, just a few blocks from 
George Floyd Square.

Lee urged people to “contact 
your local legislators, Hennepin 
County commissioners, and city 
council members to support the 
East Phillips Urban Farm project 
and strengthen Minnesota envi-
ronmental justice laws to protect 
East Phillips and communities of 
color.”

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IN ACTION
Support grows for indoor urban farm, green jobs and affordable housing project along Midway Greenway at Roof Depot site

East Philips Neighborhood Institute 
board members include (left to right) 
Carol Pass, Dean Dovolis, Cassandra 
Holmes, Karen Clark, Chad Hebert, 
Abah Mohamed, and Steve Sandberg. 
Not pictured Carlos Parra Olivera and 
Clarence Bischoff. They are working 
to transform the existing building at 
the former Sears/Roof Depot site into 
an indoor urban farm with affordable 
housing and entreprenuerial oppor-
tunities for local residents. Support is 
growing for the community-led project. 
Minneapolis Council Member Andrea 
Jenkins is the latest to sign on. (Photos 
submitted)

GREEN PROJECT
Goals of EPNI and the Indoor Urban 
Farm:
• Save, Repurpose, and Reuse the 
Sears Warehouse
• Create Green, Living-wage Jobs for 
the community
• Second chance job opportunities,
• Job Training
• Organic, Aquaponic year-round 
food production
• Affordable Family Housing at 
30%AMI
• Coffee Shop/World Café run by 
neighborhood youth,
• Community Kitchen,
• Cultural Markets,
•Bicycle shop on the Midtown 
Greenway,
• Economic and Environmental Jus-
tice for East Phillips,
• An affordable new home for many 
burned out local businesses,
• Safe, indoor, temporary homeless 
housing with supervision services, 
and
• No additional pollution

Supporters include:
• Ward 8 Minneapolis City Council 
member Andrea Jenkins
• Veda Karnitz, DFL Environmental 
Caucus
• Marcia Howard of the George Floyd 
Square Autonomous Zone
• Sen. Patricia Torres Ray (63)
• Hennepin County Commissioner An-
gela Conley
• Senator Omar Fateh (62)
• Former Senator Jeff Hayden
• Senator Scott Dibble (61)
• Senator Bobby Joe Champion (59)
• Representative Aisha Gomez (62B)
• Rep. Frank Hornstein (61A)
• Rep. Jamie Long (61B)
• Former Rep. Jean Wagenius
• Rep. Fue Lee (59A)
• Minnesota Indian Affairs Council 
(MIAC)
• Native People’s Caucus of the MN 
DFL
• DFL Somali Caucus
• DFL Latino Caucus
• Musical artist Bon Iver
• South Side Green Zones Council

EPNI Board members:
Dean Dovolis, Cassandra Holmes, 
Abah Mohamed, Carol Pass, Clarence 
Bischoff, Carlos Parra Olivera, Karen 
Clark, Chad Hebert and Steve Sand-
berg.
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Join the conversation, and let us know your diverse thoughts on the issues that affect your neighborhood. Send letters and guest commentaries to news@LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com.
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THE MOTLEY CONVERSATION

Muses by Anita White

Last weekend, for the first 
time in six years, I got to spend a 
few hours with my grandmother. 
We caught up on lost time, she 
officially welcomed my husband 
into the family, and she spent no 
small amount of time warning us 
of the dangers of white suprema-
cists and white supremacist com-
promise.

That’s not surprising. By now 
many people know that black 
families often have The Talk with 
their children at a young age. 

The Talk educates black 
children on how to respond to 
the threat of supremacist action 
at school, in the neighborhood, 
during encounters with the po-
lice, and in just about every other 
circumstance. What many peo-
ple don’t seem to know, howev-
er, is that The Talk is really more 
of a lifelong conversation. Chil-
dren and young people are told 
what to do in a situation but the 
adults in black families discuss 
supremacy all the time. Was a 
certain action profiling? Was a re-
sume rejected because the name 
at the top was “too black”? Can 
you be fired for wearing your hair 
a certain way? The Conversation 
begins with The Talk and will last 
until equity is achieved. 

My grandmother  makes 
no claim to expertise herself 
but when she speaks up in The 
Conversation, people listen. My 
grandmother lives in Golds-
boro, NC and attends Greenleaf 
Christian Church. If Goldsboro 
sounds familiar to you, it may be 
because you heard that MacAr-
thur Fellowship recipient Rever-
end William Barber is the pastor 

of that church. Or you may recall 
that then Presidential candidate 
Pete Buddigeg went to Greenleaf 
Church in Goldsboro to gain 
support for his candidacy. If you 
want to talk politics and suprem-
acy vis-a-vis the black Ameri-
can experience then Goldsboro 
is a good place to go. And since 
MacArthur fellows and counsel-
ors to Presidential candidates lis-
ten when my 88 year old grand-
mother speaks on racism and su-
premacy, I do too.

With that in mind, I was not 
surprised when white supremacy 
came up in conversation with my 
grandmother but I was surprised 
that it came up with my white 
husband in the room.

The Talk or The Conversa-
tion has always been something 
that stays in the family. 

So for me, the intimate dis-
cussion of white supremacy that 
included a white-bodied person 
represented a tipping point. 

It is a sign that conversa-
tions within black families have 
turned from enduring suprema-
cy - a challenge in its own right - 
to finding solutions to America’s 
white supremacy problem. And 
on that point my grandmother 
sa id  someth ing  p ro found: 
white-bodied people who believe 
in racial equity have to begin ac-
knowledging and solving for the 
damage that their supremacist 
peers are doing to this country. 
For an example of how a failure 
to acknowledge the danger of su-
premacy, we need look no fur-
ther than the Capitol Riot.

On Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2021 
a mob of Trump supporters 

overran security at the nation’s 
capitol as Congress was in the 
process of counting the electoral 
votes to certify Joe Biden as the 
nation’s President-Elect. Many of 
these rioters had been convinced 
by President Trump and other 
right wing conspiracy theorists 
that the results of the election 
were fraudulent. In order to back 
up his claims of fraud, Trump 
and his conspirators engaged 
in brazen acts of supremacy. 
They threatened local elections 
officials, chanted at officials to 
“Stop the Count” where Trump 
had more votes but not where 
his vote tally was higher than 
Biden’s, Trump himself pressured 
the Georgia Secretary of State to 
“find” enough votes for him to 
win that state’s electoral college 
votes, and the Trump campaign 
lobbied the courts at every level 
to suppress or otherwise throw 
out the votes in areas with high 
concentrations of black voters. 

This is a critical point be-
cause black voters almost uni-
formly supported Joe Biden for 
President and The Conversa-
tion prepared black people for 
this behavior. White-bodied 
people were evidently unaware 
that mobs of supremacists dam-

age buildings without regard for 
the law, kill people - as they did 
in countless lynchings - with-
out regard for the law, and have 
bombed black communities 
without regard for the law.

Black people recognized 
Trump’s actions as supremacist 
actions from the beginning. 

We have accepted voter sup-
pression as a norm in the coun-
try and we know that suprema-
cist actions are a frequent check 
to our political power. Arguing in 
court that signatures should be 
more closely examined with the 
goal of throwing out the votes of 
black people is as supremacist as 
counting a black person as 3/4s 
of a human for the sake of politi-
cal calculations. 

This is not new. 
What’s new is that suprem-

acists acted to check black po-
litical power and lost. Their re-
sponse was to riot and attack the 
capitol building of the United 
States of America rather than at-
tacking black people.

It is difficult to overstate the 
implications that the Capitol 
Riot will have on the movement 
for racial equity. 

From the inception of our 
country, white-bodied people 
have compromised with their 
supremacist peers at the expense 
of black lives. From red lining, 
to wealth inequality, to failing to 
address disparities in our educa-
tion system, to police breaking 
into people’s homes and shoot-
ing them in their beds, to accept-
ing that law enforcement can 
snatch people off the streets in 
unmarked vans during protests 

for racial equity but failing to 
provide adequate security when 
a literal mob of supremacists is 
openly planning to commit vi-
olence at the capitol - the coun-
terweight to systemic racism has 
been systemic impunity and the 
development of a culture that 
tells supremacists that there will 
be no accountability for their ac-
tions. 

But with an attack on the 
United State Capital must come 
accountability. And alongside 
that accountability - there is an 
opportunity.

Now, with the future of our 
shared democracy on the line, we 
must all work together to check 
supremacist ideologies and root 
out that culture of compromise. 
Because now we all know and re-
alize that a supremacist attack on 
one of us is an attack on all of 
us. And in order to help spur that 
change, people like my 88-year-
old grandmother are changing 
tactics and bringing The Talk and 
The Conversation to white-bod-
ied allies in ways that she has 
not done before. She told me, as 
we were shifting from politics to 
more pleasant conversation, that 
the torch had been passed and 
that it was incumbent upon peo-
ple like myself and my husband 
to make equity a reality. 

We accept that torch and the 
work that comes with it. And we 
hope that our neighbors and our 
community will do their part as 
well.

Jerome Evans is a Nokomis 
East residents who serves on the 
Nokomis East Neighborhood Associ-
ation Board.

By JEROME 
EVANS

Guest
commentary 

The Capitol Riot and White supremacy: an intimate discussion

Tensions rose as people 
stared at the TV screen, at each 
other. As eyes met, the questions 
began, and so did the ridicule. 
Comments spread like wildfire, 
catching everyone’s ears as they 
tore through neighborhoods, so-
cial media platforms, and fami-
lies. Unsettling, even hidden 
opinions quickly rose to the sur-
face, quickly became the center of 
attention.

“This isn’t who we are.”
“It’s so embarrassing.”
“What a poor representation 

of America.”
The list could go on and on. 
She stares out of her window, 

trying to make sense of it all, but 
burning with an anger she wasn’t 
expecting. What do they mean by 
these comments? Why was this so 
surprising? She glanced down at 
her skin, her beautiful black skin, 
illuminated by the lamp next to 
her bed. Funny, she thought to 

herself. I don’t think this attempt-
ed coup, this violence, is very sur-
prising at all. 

“If you don’t like America, 
leave and go home.”

“Black garbage.”
“God, ‘you’ people are a 

handful.”
The words echo like voices in 

her mind, seemingly unfit to sur-
vive inside a person’s soul. They 
linger, their damp, bone-chilling 
aggression ringing loudly within 
her. The Capitol wasn’t a surprise 
because these daily comments 
aren’t a surprise. The America I 
know so well, she thought, was 
exactly what the TV was playing 
over and over again. The shame 
of who we really are stings every 
day, not just on the days it makes 
news. 

If this isn’t us, then why am I 
treated the way I am? No, in fact, 
this is us. An America of repres-
sion and racism, of hate and irre-

lation. 
This is the “us” she sees every 

day. Why must it be broadcast for 
everybody else to finally see it, 
too? 

We are the same America as 
we’ve always been. How then, will 
we change? 

Abha Karnick is a south Min-
neapolis resident with East Indian 
roots who graduated from Hamline 
University in 2019. Her passion lies 
in storytelling and finding moments 
to capture. 

By ABHA   
KARNICK 

Stop
Think
Feel

THE SAME AMERICA
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This year, 2021, is shaping 
up to be another eventful year 
with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
economic distress, widespread 
food insecurity, and organizing 
against oppressive systems in 
our city. Come hear from NENA, 
neighborhood leaders, and elect-
ed officials. This is your com-
munity and your time to get in-
volved!

• Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2021
• 6:30 – 8 p.m.
•  V i s i t  n o k o m i s e a s t .

org/2021-state-of-our-neighbor-
hood/ for more information and 
the Zoom login

Invited Speakers:
• State Senator Patricia Tor-

res Ray
• State Representative Emma 

Greenman
• Hennepin County Com-

missioner Angela Conley
• Council Member Jeremy 

Schroeder (Ward 11)
• Council Member Andrew 

Johnson (Ward 12)
• Commissioner Steffanie 

Musich, Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board

• Commissioner Nelson Inz, 
Minneapolis Public School Board

Format - We will host the an-
nual event via Zoom. NENA will 
welcome each elected official and 
then break-out into discussion 
rooms. A NENA Board member 
will host a community conversa-
tion with a single elected official. 
You will be able to visit multiple 
break-out rooms.

Nokomis East food distribution
Please join NENA every 

Tuesday and Thursday from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. for the Nokomis 
East Free Food Distributions. We 
offer a wide selection of dairy, 
meat, staples, clean supplies, and 
personal care items. We are locat-
ed at 4313 E. 54th Street. All are 
welcome!

NENA is now offering limit-
ed office drop-in times for food 
and supply pick-up. Please call 

or text Karla Arredondo, NENA 
community organizer at (612) 
293-9683 to schedule a pick-up 
time. Please wear a mask and 
practice social distancing. 

We also need volunteers for 
pre-packing and donations of 
clean paper and reusable grocery 
bags. Email karla.arredondo@
nokomiseast.org for more infor-
mation.

The Minnehaha Food Shelf 
is an additional resource open on 
Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
located at 3701 E. 50th Street. 
More info at www.minnehaha.
org/foodshelf

Home Security rebates
NENA’s Home Security Re-

bates are for homeowners, rent-
ers, and residential property 
owners in the four Nokomis East 
neighborhoods of Keewaydin, 
Minnehaha, Morris Park, and 
Wenonah. This is a first-come, 
first-served program.

Eligible participants can 
apply for up to $500 in match-
ing grant funds. This is a one-to-
one matching grant and a rebate 
project. Examples of eligible 
improvements may include but 
are not limited to doors, motion 
lights for your home, garage, and 
alley, alarm and camera systems. 
Ineligible expenses include win-
dow bars, ongoing maintenance 
and cost of security systems, and 
landscaping. Visit NENA’s web-
site at nokomiseast.org/homese-
curity/ for more program infor-
mation and to apply.  

State of Neighborhood planned

More people are choosing cremation, knowing they will still have the same options for 
memorialization that any other family has. Opt for a special urn to display at home, plan 

to scatter ashes at a place that is important to you, or set a permanent resting place 
in a burial ground or columbarium. Give us a call to talk about your options.  

Ample parking  F  Catered lunch options  F  Live streaming and video recording

FUNERAL, CREMATION & PREPLANNING F FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1931

(612) 729-2331 F www.HenryWAnderson.com
3640 23rd Avenue South, Minneapolis 

HENRY W. ANDERSON
MORTUARY

Want the flexibility and simplicity of 

cremation?

By BECKY TIMM, 
Executive Director
becky.timm@nokomiseast.org

Nokomis 
East 

Neighborhood
Association 

By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN
The Minnehaha Post Office 

may not be returning to 3033 
27th Ave. S.

The building was destroyed 
by fire along with the majority 
of the block during the civil un-
rest in May 2020 after the murder 
of George Floyd. The only build-
ing still standing is the one that 
houses Glass Endeavors.

A postcard sent at the end of 
December to those in the 55406 
zip code asked for resident feed-
back about relocating the post 
office. 

The postcard stated the Unit-
ed States Postal Service is look-
ing for a location with 13,130 
square feet building with 91plus 
parking spaces, and a retail area 
with 2,500 square feet with an 
area to be transformed into a car-
rier building that is 10,110 square 
feet. Alternatively, they are seek-
ing leads on land to purchase 
that is 84,000 square feet.

Comments were due by 
mid-January. There wasn’t a way 
to submit them electronically, 
but they needed to be mailed to 
PO Box 27497, Greensboro, NC 
27498-1103.

“My understanding is that 
the property owner who was 
leasing to USPS wants to pursue 
different plans for what is built 
on the now cleared site, so USPS 
is looking for another location,” 
said Ward 12 Council member 
Andrew Johnson. “Interestingly 
enough, the timing may be good 
because they have experienced 
some logistical challenges with 
smaller locations as their oper-
ations continue to change (i.e. 
shipping more packages due to 
online shopping). So from my 
understanding, finding a larger 
location is expected to improve 
operations.

“As part of their process 
for considering a new location 
they sent out a postcard to solic-
it feedback on high-level things 
that are important to the com-
munity. However, I know the 
postcard was vague and left many 
wanting more details. I reached 
out to our Congresswoman’s of-
fice and the Postmaster about 
this, and I know LCC has been 
engaged, too. It sounds like there 
are a lot of legal and procedur-
al issues that led USPS to send 
that postcard rather than, for 
instance, hosting a virtual com-
munity meeting. At this time, my 
understanding is that the Post-
master is working on a formal re-
sponse to these community con-
cerns regarding engagement.

 “The feedback I have heard 
from residents is that they want 
an accessible location (including 
by transit), with adequate park-
ing for customers who drive, 
and full retail service,” remarked 
Johnson.

The previous Minnehaha 
Station was built in January of 
1970 and was first occupied by 
USPS on March 1, 1970. The fa-
cility was built by the land own-
ers and leased once the construc-
tion was completed.

The 0.7-acre lot (3037 27th 
Ave. S.) is currently owned by 
Ehlen Associates/Axtell & Haller 
LLC at 10510 France Ave. S. in 
Bloomington.

“While acquiring the current 
location and rebuilding is under 
consideration, the Minnehaha 
Station was a leased facility and 

not USPS owned,” said USPS 
Communications Specialist Ni-
cole Hill. “There are a lot of nuts 
and bolts that go into that op-
tion as well as if we were to ac-
quire another location nearby. 
Prices, contracts, location, acces-
sibility and customer needs are 
all considered in all of our deci-
sions.”

For now retail services for 
the two post offices that were 
destroyed have temporarily been 
moved to 10 W. Lake St. in the 
former K-Mart.

Businesses and individuals 
have been reporting delays in 
mail service since last summer.

The National Newspaper As-
sociation  (NNA) informed its 
members that it is monitoring 
the worst systemwide mail delays 
and disruptions in decades. It has 
advised USPS of the problems its 
member newspapers are facing.

One of those dealing with is-
sues is Jeff Wagner, the president 
of Iowa Information, a region-
al printing press that publishes 
four newspapers and a handful 
of shopping pamphlets. 

As reported by Jacob Bogag 
in the Washington Post on Jan. 4, 
Wagner “hardly knew what to tell 
his delivery driver when the man 
returned one day in late Decem-
ber from a run to the post office 
in their northern Nebraska town 
with a trailer still full of news-
papers. The post office wouldn’t 
take them, the driver said, as it 
had every Tuesday for decades, 
because it was so stacked up 
with packages and delayed mail 
there was simply no room. Wag-
ner ... then checked his mes-
sages, where he found at least a 
half-dozen complaints about late 
or missing newspapers.”

Bogag  a lso  interv iewed 
Matt Paxton, fourth-generation 
publisher of the 6,000-circula-
tion News-Gazette in Lexington, 
Va. He “said the delivery issues 
began over the summer. That 
syncs with cost-cutting underway 
at the mail service, where Post-
master General Louis DeJoy had 
ordered a crackdown on overtime 
hours, late and extra mail deliv-
ery trips, and other well-estab-
lished measures.”

The NNA issued a statement 
that went out to newspapers 
and their associations across the 
country, including the Minnesota 
Newspaper Association (MNA) 
members.

“We want publishers to un-
derstand that these delays are not 
just in their markets, nor the re-
sult of failures by printers or mail 
preparers. This is happening part-
ly because of COVID-19-related 
personnel absences, but most-
ly because of record numbers 
of packages in the mail,” NNA 
Chair Brett Wesner, president of 
Wesner Publications in Cordell, 
Oklahoma, said. “We are in con-
tinuous conversation with the se-
nior management at USPS about 
this problem.”

Nearly 19,000 workers were 
in quarantine at the end of 2020 
after becoming infected or ex-
posed to the virus, according 
to the American Postal Workers 
Union.

The Postal Service expect-
ed to deliver roughly 20 million 
packages a day during the holi-
day season, but that number has 
exceeded 40 million some days, 
according to USPS. 

“The private couriers, like 
United Parcel Service, can de-
cline to accept packages. We are 
receiving reports in the mailing 
industry that the private net-
works are overloaded so packages 
are being deferred to the Postal 
Service, which cannot refuse to 
accept them. This is particular-
ly an issue for rural areas, where 
less dense deliveries are unprof-
itable for the private services but 
a required service for USPS. Un-
fortunately, that pushes a glut of 
package volume into the areas 
where many of our newspapers 
are also trying to reach subscrib-
ers,” Wesner said. NNA said it ex-
pected service to improve after 
the holiday package season ends, 
but cautioned that as vaccine de-
liveries are ramping up for the 
private couriers, USPS might still 
be the deliverer of last resort for 
packages displaced by the priori-
ty vaccine packages.

“Make sure members of 
Congress know you are having 
problems. This disruption is not 
only about packages. It is also 
about a neglected USPS that is 
being pressured to cut overtime 
and save money because Con-
gress has not done its part to 
help create a sustainable service. 
Long term, we have to find the 
right fix to keep universal service 
alive,” Wesner said.

Customers who are experi-
encing delivery issues are encour-
aged to file a concern on USPS.
com or call the customer service 
line to have a case opened for re-
search: 1-800-ASK-USPS. USPS 
Communications Specialist Ni-
cole Hill pointed out that while 
the system may run automated, 
once a concern is filed, it will 
be routed to the local office for 
them to investigate the issues. 

Ward 12 Council  mem-
ber Andrew Johnson suggested 
signing up for Informed Deliv-
ery, so you know exactly what is 
supposed to arrive today and can 
compare what was sent to you 
with what showed up, checking 
in with neighbors to see if they 
have had issues, and contacting 
Congresswoman Omar’s office.

POST OFFICE UPDATE
Minnehaha station 
may be moved

Mail delays reported
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Current services offered
East Lake Library is open 

Sunday to Thursday, with re-
duced building capacity because 
of COVID-19. A maximum of 
14 patrons can be on-site at any 
given time. Wait times have not 
been a problem, according to 
Connolly. Masks covering mouth 
and nose are required for entry. 
Entrance is from the parking lot 
only. Patrons are welcome to 
browse library materials and pick 
up holds, but are asked not to 
linger.

Library computers may be 
used once daily by patrons, for 
a maximum of one hour. Reser-
vations are encouraged but not 
required. There is no eating or 
drinking allowed while in the li-
brary.

Due dates for library materi-
als have been pushed back, and 
all Hennepin County Libraries 
will soon be fine-free. There is 
no longer a charge for printing 
or copying. Connolly said, “One 
of Hennepin County’s highest 
priorities right now is to reduce 
racial and economic disparities. 
Eliminating the fine penalty for 
overdue materials is one way the 
libraries can be part of that.”

A strong connection
During the seven months 

that East Lake Library was closed, 

library staff stayed active in the 
community.  Connolly said, 
“Many of us have lived or cur-
rently live in the neighborhood; 
we have a personal as well as a 
professional connection here. We 
were driven to show support for 
the community even though we 
didn’t have a building.”

The parking lot and grounds 
of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
(directly behind the library) be-
came the neighborhood center 
of food and supply distribution 
following the unrest. Library staff 
pedaled their library bike trail-
er over with free books for kids, 
distributed free beverages, and 
talked with community mem-
bers weekly. They also staffed a 
booth at the Midtown Farmer’s 
Market on Tuesdays and Satur-
days throughout the summer to 
promote online library resources 
and virtual programs including 
book clubs. They stayed connect-
ed through community outreach. 

Social worker on-site
Hennepin County Social 

Worker Devin Clarkson now of-
fices out of the East Lake Library 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. He provides in-
formation and referral on many 
things including basic needs 
(clothing, food, shelter), chemi-
cal health, mental health, disabil-
ity services, education and em-

ployment resources, Hennepin 
County benefits, housing, trans-
portation and, last but not at all 
least, he can listen. 

Clarkson said, “I have expe-
rience as a member of the Home-
less Access Team, which is part 
of Hennepin County Health and 
Human Services. I also have a 
presence at the Franklin Library 
on Wednesday and Fridays. I 
can help with computer literacy, 
navigating the internet if people 
are doing employment search-
es. I can help with applications 
for General Assistance, Medi-
cal Assistance, and food stamps 
(SNAP/EBT).”

County  se rv i ce  cente r s 
(where people would otherwise 
apply for benefits) are closed, 
and in-person contact can be 
very helpful – especially if there 
is a language barrier. Clarkson 
is a fluent Spanish speaker, and 
has access to a translation service 
through his phone.

Connelly said, “I try to meet 
people where they are. The world 
of social services can be confus-
ing, and my job is to help people 
connect with the resources they 
need.” 

To make an appointment 
with Social Worker Devin Clark-
son, call or text 612.990.6228. 

Appointments are encouraged 
but not required. 

'We thank you'
Connolly concluded, “The 

community played a huge role 
in protecting and supporting our 
library. We know that patrons 
posted signs outside the build-
ing urging that it be kept safe 
through the most difficult nights, 
and that were many other acts 
of kindness. After the unrest was 
over, a lot of people reached out 
to express concern for staff, the 
building, and the collection. We 
thank you for that.”

“Once it is safe to gather 
again, we will definitely resume 
hosting live programs. We really 
look forward to that. It felt odd 
to re-open the library without 
any fanfare, but that’s where we 
are right now.”

Check the East Lake Library 
website for hours and updates at 
www.hclib.org/eastlake. Contact 
supervisor Sarah Connolly with 
questions at sconnolly@hclib.org. 

East Lake Library reopens “We do our best to provide 

the resources our community 

members need. If we can’t, 

our library staff will find 

someone who can.”

~ East Lake Library Supervisor 

Sarah Connolly 

>> from 1

Library services are limited at Hennepin County Libraries, but they are open to 
visits. East Lake Library Supervisor Sarah Connolly answers questions and helps 
folks find materials. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)
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BRING ON THE SAVINGS WITH
2021 SOLAR INCENTIVES
GO SOLAR & GET A  26% TAX CREDITGO SOLAR & GET A  26% TAX CREDIT
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ADDITIONAL INCENTIVES MAY BE AVAILABLEADDITIONAL INCENTIVES MAY BE AVAILABLE

By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN
For home and business own-

ers in the Twin Cities metro area 
who have been considering in-
stalling solar panels, there are 
two affordable reasons to go 
solar now. 

Solar United Neighbors is a 
national non-profit organization 
that has spearheaded solar coop-
eratives in 11 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. Their newest 
venture is the Twin Cities Region 
Solar Co-op, which will make it 
possible for residents and busi-
ness owners to go solar together 
for competitive pricing and in-
stallation.

In addition, COVID-19 relief 
legislation has extended the fed-
eral solar Investment Tax Credit. 
It was previously set to end at the 
end of this year. However, with 
the new legislation, the tax credit 
will remain at 26%, which would 
help co-op members save even 
more on their investment. 

“The co-op will enable Twin 
Cities homeowners and business 
owners to join the growing com-
munity of people saving money 
by harnessing solar power,” said 
Bobby King, Minnesota program 
director for Solar United Neigh-
bors. “Together, we’re building 
a movement to transform our 
electricity system into one that is 
cleaner, fairer, and shares its ben-
efits more broadly.”

The co-op is open to resi-
dents and businesses in the Twin 
Cities and surrounding metro 
area. The application deadline is 
March 1, 2021. 

“I’m excited by the incen-
tives available to homeowners, 
and especially to low-income res-
idents,” said MNIPL Solar Out-
reach Manager Buff Grace. “Many 
will be able to go solar through 
this co-op.”

“Rooftop solar means more 
clean renewable energy, more 

local energy and more distribu-
tive energy. It also means local 
jobs. This is all part of the new 
energy system we need to keep 
moving forward in our state,” 
said Rep. Jamie Long (D-Minne-
apolis), incoming Chair of the 
House Energy and Climate Fi-
nance and Policy Committee. “I 
am glad to see SUN’s solar co-op 
making this possible for more 
folks.”

Become electricity producer, 
not just consumer

According to King, the mo-
tivator for most people in the 
co-op is simple. They want to be 
more hands-on about producing 
clean power on their own prop-
erty. 

One of the first benefits new 
co-op members receive is a roof 
assessment. This is done virtual-
ly, and takes several factors into 
account – starting with exposure. 
A north-facing exposure will not 
work for solar panels. South-fac-
ing is best, but east and west can 
work in some situations. There 
should be no shade, and there 
has to be sufficient space to 
mount the panels (meaning no 
dormers or skylights.) 

A solar primer
The average roof-mounted 

system ranges from 2-12 kilo-
watts. Power is measured in kilo-
watts; one kilowatt equals 1,000 
watts. Solar United Neighbors co-
ops use photo voltaic (PV) sys-
tems. PV cells embedded in the 
solar panels convert sunlight into 
electricity. 

King explained that solar 
panels are very low maintenance 
– as they have no moving parts. 
They clear themselves of snow, 
thanks to gravity, and have gone 
down in price approximately 
50% since 2010. Most solar panel 
systems last 25+ years, and typ-
ically come with a 25 year guar-
antee. They will more than pay 
for themselves over the life of the 
system. 

Co-op membership 
The Twin Cities Region Solar 

Co-op is free to join. It is open to 
homeowners and business own-
ers in the Twin Cities and sur-
rounding metro area. Together, 
co-op members will learn about 
solar energy and leverage bulk 
purchasing to ensure competitive 
pricing and quality solar instal-
lations. After a competitive bid-
ding process facilitated by SUN, 
co-op members will choose a 
local solar company to do their 
installs. 

Joining the co-op does not 
obligate members to purchase 
solar panels. Instead, members 
have the option to individually 
purchase panels and electric vehi-
cle chargers based on the install-
er’s group rate. 

Other local energy groups 
partnering with Solar United 
Neighbors in the creation of the 
Twin Cities Region Solar Co-op 
include the city of Minneapolis 
Sustainability Division, Climate 
Generation, Environment Minne-
sota, Minnesota Interfaith Power 
and Light, and the Minnesota Re-

newable Energy Society.
Anyone interested in going 

solar can sign up for the co-op 
or watch Solar United Neigh-
bor’s information session on the 
co-op webpage at www.solarunit-
edneighbors.org/twincities. This 
session covers basic information 
necessary to make an informed 
decision. 

There will also be a free vir-
tual information session on Tues-
day, Feb. 9 at 6:30 p.m. Register 
for the interactive ZOOM presen-
tation at: https://coops.solarunit-
edneighbors.org/coops/twin-cit-
ies-region-solar-co-op/events/. 

Solar United Neighbors has 
hosted 11 solar co-ops in Minne-
sota since 2017. According to the 
group’s estimates, the 76 Minne-
sota homes and businesses that 
now have solar panels through 
its co-ops represent 544.2 kilo-
watts of solar power, $1.8 mil-
lion invested in the local econ-
omy, and 20 million pounds of 
lifetime carbon offsets. A carbon 
offset is a reduction in emissions 
of carbon dioxide or other green-
house gases made in order to 
compensate for emissions made 
elsewhere.

South Minneapolis homeowner Kelly Muellman installed solar panels on her 
garage in 2018, as a member of an earlier group of Twin Cities Solar United 
Neighbors. She said, "Being part of a co-op was great. Our neighbor group re-
viewed several bids from installers together, and chose the one we thought had 
the best reputation, warranty, and price." (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

“I’m excited by the incentives 

available to homeowners, and 

especially to low-income resi-

dents. Many will be able to go 

solar through this co-op.”

~ MNIPL Solar Outreach Manager 
Buff Grace

Nonprofit solar group
Solar United Neighbors is a nonprofit organization that works in 
Minnesota and nationwide to represent the needs and interests of 
solar owners and supporters. Solar co-ops are part of the organi-
zation’s mission to create a new energy system with rooftop solar 
at the cornerstone. Solar United Neighbors holds events and edu-
cation programs to help people become informed solar consumers, 
maximize the value of their solar investment, and advocate for 
fair solar policies.

NEIGHBORS GO SOLAR TOGETHER
Solar United Neighbors launches co-op to make solar accessible to more people in the Twin Cities

Our readers care about sustainable living.  Show them you do, too.  ADVERTISE IN THIS MONTHLY FEATURE. 
Let’s talk about how this fits in your marketing plan. Tesha@LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com | 612-345-9998
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Five Element 
Martial Arts 
& Healing 
Center

3743 Cedar Ave. S., Mpls
www.femamartialarts.org

Our non-profit is dedicated to the 
empowerment of all people through martial 

arts, wellness, personal safety and self-de-
fense training so we may have a more 

peaceful community and planet. 
Full schedule of classes online.

BUY LOCAL
Support your neighbors, live a more sustainable 

life, and build community. Tell them you saw it here.

CONTACT DENIS TODAY!
Denis@LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com  | 651-917-4183

3 month package
1/8 Page $ 349.50/monthly
1/16 Page $ 185.35/monthly
1/36 Page $ 84.60/monthly 

6 month package
1/8 Page $ 333.30/monthly
1/16 Page $ 177.25/monthly
1/36 Page $ 81/monthly

SPECIAL 
RATES

5139 34th Ave. S. #17097, Minneapolis, MN 55417 | 612-345-9998 | www.longfellownokomismessenger.com | www.monitorsaintpaul.com 

Let them know if you’re offering delivery services, reduced hours, 
and specials. Share your safety measures.  Introduce your staff. 

Let’s come together

Longfellow/Nokomis

We may be practicing 
social distancing, but 
neighbors still want to 

shop with you. Let them 
know how by advertising 
in this monthly section. 

Keep your small 
business top-of-mind 
for customers in this 

changing time.

MOST AFFORDABLE OPTION: Run a notice in the Classifieds section. 
At only $1 a word, you can customize this to your budget and business.  

20% off
Any Equipment Rental

Maximum discount up to $40.00

Coupon valid until 
5/1/21. 16679

$3.50 off
Propane Tank Refill

Coupon valid until 
5/1/21. 16676

Maintenance & Remodeling Equipment

Trucks & Trailers

Lawn Care Tools

Propane Tank Refill

Get noticed 
next month.

Denis@

LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com

Valentine’s 
gift for you 
or your 

sweetheart? 
YSupport 
Longfellow 

neighborhood 
artists. Y
Find my 

handcrafted 
jewelry online.

Free U.S. 
standard
shipping 
code 
LOLA20

www.metalpetalsstudio.etsy.comSupport home-based artists, 
crafters and small businesses.

CONTACT US TODAY TO BE PART OF THIS SECTION!  Denis@LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com  | 651-917-4183  Tesha@LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com  | 612-345-9998

Community seeks answers, transparency in Dolal Idd killing
By JILL BOOGREN

Local residents and civil 
rights advocates are demanding 
answers and transparency after 
the fatal shooting by police of 
Dolal Idd at the Holiday gas sta-
tion at 36th St. and Cedar Ave. 
on Dec. 30, 2020. Several pro-
tests have taken place since, in-
cluding one drawing 1,000 peo-
ple who marched in the streets 
calling for justice.

The shooting occurred when 
officers were attempting to pur-
chase a gun from Idd as part of 
a weapons investigation, accord-
ing to a statement released by the 
Minnesota Department of Public 
Safety Bureau of Criminal Appre-
hension (BCA). Police vehicles 
had surrounded Idd at the Hol-
iday property when shots were 
fired. The Minneapolis Police De-
partment released body camera 
footage the next day which they 
allege shows Idd firing a gun first.

For community advocates, 
the initial police reports and 
video leave too many questions 
unanswered.

“From what we’ve learned 
now, this entire incident could 
have been handled different-
ly,” said Jaylani Hussein, execu-
tive director of the Council on 
American-Is lamic Relat ions 
(CAIR)-Minnesota. “For this type 
of an operation to happen in 
this kind of a place is extremely 
scary.”

The Holiday station is one 
of the busiest gas stations in 
the area that is also situated in 
a heavily residential neigh-
borhood. That it was a “con-
trolled buy,” as opposed to of-
ficers apprehending somebody 
in the midst committing a vio-
lent crime, suggests the location 

could have been better controlled 
as well.

“This type of behavior, if it 
continues in other situations, 
could actually be much, much 
more tragic to the neighbors that 
are nearby if law enforcement are 
this careless and disregarding of 
community safety,” said Hussein.

The choice to release just 
one abbreviated video is also 
seen as problematic. According 
to the BCA, video of the inci-
dent was captured on body cam-
eras and dash cameras. If when 
someone is picked up for a 
crime they get a mug shot for all 
to see whether they’re guilty or 

not, Hussein reasoned, the same 
should be true when police are 
involved.

“Why is it that the evidence 
when law enforcement obviously 
shoot and kill is kept with a great 
deal of secrecy and disregard for 
transparency,” asked Hussein. 
“Government has a duty to be 
transparent, especially in situa-
tions where there is question into 
the conduct of their behavior.”

Transparency is not just 
for the family, it ensures the 
community doesn’t create their 
own scenarios, and media out-
lets don’t run with a false narra-
tive. Hussein said the particular 
video used in this case appears 
to create prejudice. It begins with 
the officer yelling “Stop, Stop,” 
then shots are fired. There’s no 
way to know if the person in 
the car heard the command or 
even what they were doing, and 
the viewer doesn’t see what hap-
pened beforehand, the context. 
Yet a perception of noncompli-
ance is now planted.

“I feel like they chose the 
camera to capture what they 
wanted us to see, not what was 
available for us to see,” he said.

The incident was also based 
on a confidential informant, 
which raises questions as to 
their incentive for making alle-
gations or whether they have any 

Nearly 1,000 people assembled at the Holiday gas station at 36th and Cedar Ave. on Jan. 3, 2021 to protest the fatal 
shooting by police of Dolal Idd there on Dec. 30, 2020. Demonstrators marched to E. Lake St. then back on Bloomington 
Ave., demanding justice and transparency. (Photo by Jill Boogren)

COMMUNITY SEEKS  >> 9
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merit. In fact, several hours after 
Idd was killed, a nighttime raid 
conducted by Hennepin County 
Sheriff’s Office (HCSO) deputies 
at Idd’s parents’ home in Eden 
Prairie turned up no evidence.

The HCSO released extensive 
body camera footage from this 

incident, though, which shows 
family members terrified, crying 
and calling for their kids as they 
are surrounded by armed offi-
cers in their living room in the 
middle of the night. Handcuffs 
were used, despite no one in the 
household showing any hostil-
ity toward the police or any re-

fusal to follow commands. That 
Sheriff David Hutchinson praised 
his deputies in a HCSO media re-
lease “for their professionalism” 
also causes concern.

“Law enforcement behaved 
in such a terrorizing way that 
they believe that that action is in 
line with what they’re supposed 
to do,” said Hussein. “They’re 
tone deaf to actually seeing it 

from the perspective of the com-
munity.”

Also at issue is the cultural 
insensitivity demonstrated in re-
leasing the video as it was. Idd 
and his family are from Soma-
lia, where, as Hussein describes, 
“our families love their privacy.” 
Showing the video publicly, with 
only faces blurred and with the 
father wearing a macawiis (a sa-
rong-like wrap) – essentially his 
pajamas so he's not fully clothed 
– violated this. To most White of-
ficers, seeing someone partially 
dressed may not seem a big deal; 
it’s what you wear to the beach, 
explained Hussein. “In Soma-
lia, that’s not how you go to the 

beach.
“The sensitivity was lost 

there, and I think that’s the prob-
lem,” said Hussein. “Brutality 
by police is not seen by police. 
It’s only seen by the community. 
And then the trauma and anxiety 
levels… [are] felt by the commu-
nities impacted the most.”

CAIR-MN and other civil 
rights organizations and leaders 
have proposed legislation that, 
among other measures, would 
ensure police footage is made 
available within 48 hours and 
which would establish an inde-
pendent agency to investigate 
and prosecute critical incidents 
involving the police. 

Last year, LBA supported businesses through:

Advocacy: Engaged elected officials on issues of rebuilding and safety 

Direct Support: Awarded $65,000 in grants to 28 neighborhood businesses

Resources: Provided COVID-19 support, loan and grant communication

Networking: Focus groups with under-reached segments of the business community

Marketing: Initiatives encouraging consumers to Buy Local, Buy Longfellow

Invest in the future of your business and 
support your community. Join or Renew
today online, over the phone or by mail.

www.longfellowbusinessassociation.org 

PO Box 6318, Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-298-4699

Meseretʼs 
Ethiopian
3867 Minnehaha Ave

On Jan. 3, 2021, protestors marched from 36th and Cedar to E. Lake S. and back demanding justice and transparency. 
(Photos by Jill Boogren)

Community seeks answers, transparency
>> from 8

“This type of behavior could actually be much, much more 

tragic to the neighbors that are nearby if law enforcement 

are this careless and disregarding of community safety.” 

~ Jaylani Hussein, CAIR-MN
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Remember your loved one 
with a paid obituary in the Messenger.

Submit it and pay online at our

UPDATED WEBSITE.

www.LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com

AGING 
WELL

Living 
longer, 
living 
better

Reach your customers in 
this quarterly feature 

coming in March 2021. 
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By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN
Longfellow resident Joel Al-

bers is compiling a Virtual Com-
munity Tour of the George Floyd 
Uprising that rocked the world 
last May. The first two install-
ments can be watched on You-
Tube, along with a 50-second clip 
of bulldozers razing the inter-
section of destroyed buildings at 
27th Avenue and East Lake Street 
in December. Five installments in 
all are planned.  

Albers,  who works as  a 
health economist and pharmacist 
at two East African-owned phar-
macies, said, “The sheer injustice 
of George Floyd’s murder drove 
me to pick up my camera and 
hit the streets. Underlying racism 
and economic inequality have 
shone a mirror on this deep-seat-
ed public health crisis. George 
Floyd’s murder was merciless.”

Albers has been an organizer 
and health-care activist for a long 
time. His activism is rooted in 
grassroots democracy and direct 
action. He founded a non-profit 
organization called the Univer-
sal Health Care Action Network 
of Minnesota in 2003. That 
work has been slow and patient 
– trying to create health care as 
a human right, with justice and 
better access within a system that 
leaves many people behind.

‘I dropped everything’
On Wednesday, May 27, two 

days after George Floyd was mur-
dered, the area surrounding the 
3rd Precinct was in flames. Albers 
was out on the street that night 
and the next, shooting pictures 
and video with his iPhone. 

He said, “There were rubber 
bullets flying through the air, tear 
gas, the whole thing. Police offi-
cers were stretched out in a long 
line in full riot gear, and protes-
tors were running everywhere.”

He cont inued,  “ I  come 

from a place of non-violent di-
rect action. I’ve spent years trav-
eling around the country, pro-
testing and organizing protests 
for peace. There was a diversity 
of people in the crowds that I 
hadn’t seen before, a lot of young 
people. Whenever I could, I was 
filming what I saw – and that was 
police brutality directed against 
the protestors.”

Community response
The first video in the series is 

called “The Minneapolis Upris-
ing: how food/mutual aid unites 
us all.” The video combines still 
and moving images, captions, 
and music. 

Albers said, “This is a tribute 
to the many groups that distrib-

uted food and supplies to protes-
tors, among them Seward Café, 
People’s Pantry Bus, Minneapo-
lis Public Schools, Soup for You, 
Peace Coffee Food Pantry, All 
Saints Native American Church, 
and the medics who volunteered 
at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. 
It was important to document not 
only the uprising, but also the 
way the community responded.”

The clean-up along Lake 
Street has been slow. In Decem-
ber, bull dozers finally came and 
leveled the charred and broken 
remains of several buildings at 
27th Avenue and East Lake Street, 
once considered the heart of 
Downtown Longfellow. Several 
of these buildings were old, and 
some had historic value, such as 

the four-story, brick Odd Fellows 
Building built in 1908 that an-
chored the corner.

Albers said, “My point in 
showing the buildings being 
razed is that the community 
needs to step up and reclaim the 
Minnehaha and Lake area. We’re 
facing tremendous development 
pressure from real estate compa-
nies, banks, investors, and insur-
ance companies.” 

The second film shows both 
‘before’ and ‘after’ views of many 
of the buildings that were dam-
aged or destroyed. It also lists the 
buildings’ names and the year 
each was built. Albers also col-
lected data on land and building 
values, ownership, and property 
classification.

He summarized, “100 years 
ago, this area was the hub of the 
fledgling Longfellow neighbor-
hood. This segment of the virtu-

al tour documents the physical 
damage to the neighborhood, 
and is dedicated to the working 
people who built that intersec-
tion into a community. They 
were Scandinavian immigrants, 
African Americans, Latinx, Na-
tive Americans, East Africans, and 
other people of color.”

“I’m inviting people to view 
these films as I put them up on 
YouTube as a call to grassroots 
neighborhood action and a way 
to gain insight into community 
control of land and buildings. 
Systemic racism and economic in-
equality are widely recognized as 
part of a public health crisis. The 
George Floyd Uprising has created 
a turning point – and a historic 
opportunity to heal from it.”

Joel Albers can be reached 
at 612.384.0973 or joel@uh-
can-mn.org.

Local pharmacist and Longfellow resident Joel Albers is working on a five-part 
Virtual Community Tour of the George Floyd Uprising. The films can be viewed 
by Googling his name on Youtube, followed by “George Floyd Uprising.”(Photo 
by Margie O’Loughlin)

Documenting past to inform future Longfellow pharmacist creates Virtual 
Community Tour of George Floyd Uprising 

Albers said, “With some buildings still in ruins and some completely gone, what 
will be the future of Lake Street?” (Photos by Margie O’Loughlin)
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By JAN WILLMS
The whirlwind life of leg-

endary film enthusiast, professor, 
writer, photographer, filmmak-
er, and founder of the Universi-
ty Film Society ended Dec. 20, 
2021 when Al Milgrom, 98, suc-
cumbed to a stroke.

Milgrom left behind a Twin 
Cities film scene that had been 
greatly influenced by his passion 
for film. 

Milgrom taught film at the 
University of Minnesota and 
founded the U Film Society in 
the 1960s. In time his efforts pro-
duced what became the Minne-
apolis-St. Paul International Film 
Festival (MSPIFF). 

Susan Smoluchowski, the 
current executive director of 
MSPIFF, recalls meeting Milgrom 
soon after she moved here 20 
years ago. “A friend of mine in-
vited me to the opening night of 
the film festival, so I went and 
that is where I first encountered 
Al,” she said. “Later, I learned a 
bit about the legend behind so 
much of it, and I became in-
volved with the festival. I started 
going to Oak Street. There was 
some angst among the board of 
directors. Al was the artistic direc-
tor, but nobody was running the 
organization. I worked closely 
with him, and admired his cine-
ma all the more.”

Noting that Milgrom did not 
necessarily want to run the orga-
nization but curate films, Smo-
luchowski said she continued to 
interact with Milgrom through 
a complicated time, but they got 
through it.

“For the last few years, we 
have had a very congenial rela-
tionship, and he came up to the 
MSPIFF offices often, and he 
came to all of our films. Prior to 

that time, Al would watch a few 
minutes of one film and then go 
and watch another for a short 
time. He never sat through a film. 
But the past few years he did, 
and it was wonderful to see how 
much passion he had. 

“He could be an irascible, 
complicated, difficult guy, but he 
also had a warmth to him and 
a curiosity. He was a fascinating 
person to be around,” she said.

Smoluchowski remembered 
that one of the last times Mil-
grom popped over to her office 
before the pandemic, he was 
very pumped up. Milgrom told 
her that Woody Allen had made 
a film that was opening the San 
Sebastian International Film Fes-
tival. “You have to go, Susan, and 
meet Woody Allen. You have to 
have your 15 minutes of fame,” 
Milgrom said.

“That was indicative of the 
enthusiasm he had for all things 
cinema and for all things about 
other cultures,” Smoluchowski 
said. In his last few years, Mil-
grom worked on films that he 
had first started shooting in the 
60s and 70s, referring to himself 
as the “oldest emerging film-
maker.” Two of those completed 
films showed at MSPIFF.

“Because of the influence 
Al had on them when they were 
growing up, so many people’s 
lives were changed because of his 
passion. He was extremely im-
portant to people,” Smoluchows-
ki said.

‘Al was honest’
One of  those people is 

Hamline-Midway resident Mi-
chael Reano, a filmmaker and 
camera man. Although he did 
not meet Milgrom until the 80s 

and really got to know him after 
2000, he considered Milgrom his 
“film father.”

“I had a film, the ‘Father/
Son Work Tapes’ that I hoped 
MSPIFF would show in 2002,” 
Reano said, “But Al didn’t want 
to. Al was honest. If he didn’t 
like something, he let you know.”

Reano said he could get into 
deep conversations with Mil-
grom about film history. “I was 
impressed with his knowledge. I 
could name drop directors, and 
Al would have stories about them 
or had crossed paths with them.

“I got to know Al, started 
hanging out with him. I worked 
on his Czech film and did a lit-
tle bit on ‘Dinkytown Uprising.’ I 
was second camera on his ‘Berry-
man’ film.”

Reano said working with 
Milgrom and spending time with 
him was fun. “I just loved his 
drive, and his making films in his 
80s. Al was always sort of a father 
figure to me. And that knowl-
edge! He could drive you crazy, 
but I really enjoyed working with 
him.”

Reano said he also liked 
going to the Walker and watch-
ing the Spirit Award-nominated 
films with him, and then go out 
afterwards. Because of the pan-
demic, the last time Reano saw 
him was at the Walker in Febru-
ary 2020.

“I remember his crazy driv-
ing. I was not comfortable driv-
ing in a car with him. He would 
speed, get pulled over and then 
talk his way out of it.” Milgrom 
drove up until the week before 
he passed away.

East European and Russian 
filmmakers were Milgrom’s fa-
vorites, and he brought many of 
them to MSPIFF. “He brought in 

films that you would never get 
a chance to see anywhere else,” 
Reano said. One of his favorites 
was Truffault’s “400 Blows.”

“He would go to Documen-
tary Club, and socialize, and it 
was such a great experience to be 
with him. When you were with 
him, in those last couple of years 
before the pandemic, you never 
felt like you were hanging out 
with someone who was 96. He 
was still wanting to make films.”

The more he got to know 
him, the more he found out 
about Milgrom’s life experienc-
es. “He was a journalist in WWII, 

met a Russian ballerina, filmed 
in Russia by himself. 

“He was such a character. I 
used to compare him to Studs 
Terkel. Once my parents were 
gone, I was so glad I could have 
Al as a friend.”

‘A character, an icon, 
a gentleman’

Twin Cities actress Helen 
Chorolek was a college student 
at the U of M when she first came 
across Milgrom as he was show-
ing films at the Bell Auditorium. 

LEGENDARYAl Milgrom remembered by those in the Twin Cities film scene

Al Milgrom taught film at the University of Minnesota and founded the U Film 
Society in the 1960s. In time, his efforts produced what became as the Minne-
apolis-St. Paul Internationaml Film Festival. (Photo submitted)

LEGENDARY  >> 12
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She recalled going with her par-
ents as a little girl to see Russian 
films on Sundays, and hearing 
about him then.

But it was about 15 years 
ago at the MSPIFF festival that 
she really got to know him. She 
was attending the festival with 
her mother, Olga, and she rec-
ognized Al with his glasses, beret 
and white hair.

“ M y  m o m  a n d  I  we r e 
chatting in Ukrainian,” said 
Chorolek, “and Al came over 
and started to talk with us, using 
some Ukrainian phrases. He was 
of Ukrainian descent.”

She said her family had 
been refugees from Nazism, 
and Milgrom had a fascination 
with WWII history, so they had 
a lot to talk about. “He had to 
go somewhere else, but then he 
turned around and came back 
and gave us a handful of compli-
mentary tickets. We were going to 
the films anyway, but whenever 
he saw us he gave us tickets, so 
we went to three or four films a 
day.”

She recalled, “We started to 
get to know these people, kind 
of a traveling gang that went to 
all these films you couldn’t see 
anywhere else, like a film about 
Finnish female resistance fighters 
who were captured by the Ger-

mans. These films were harrow-
ing and difficult to watch, but 
wonderful films that resonated 
with me a lot.”

Chorolek said she and her 
mom would go to films and then 
to after parties, talking more 
with Al. “It was a wonderful 
time. I got to meet some of the 
European directors he brought 
over. Al was so generous. Even 
though he may have had a rep-
utation as being cantankerous, 
he was super kind to me and my 
mom.”

She remembers Milgrom as 
being extremely independent, 
always on the go from one event 
to another. “He was always 
going to a film or to a lecture.

“He  was  a l so  a  f l i r t , ” 
Chorolek recalled. “He would 
always ask me if I could find a 
good Ukrainian lady for him. 
He said he wanted to date 
someone around my age, who 
was vibrant and would want to 
go to concerts and films.

“Al hand-selected those Eu-
ropean films for the festival. I 
was amazed at his stamina. Al 
was a character, an icon and a 
real gentleman.”

‘He was an improviser’
Mike Rivard, filmmaker 

and musician, said he shared 
shooting with Milgrom 12 to 

15 years ago. “When I was a 
teacher at UC Video, located in 
an old church on the East Bank, 
Al moved the film society offic-
es into that same church. I was 
his cameraman, and we started 
shooting for his current docs, a 
lot for ‘Dinkytown’ and a lot for 
‘Berryman.’” John Berryman was 
a professor at the U who com-
mitted suicide, and Milgrom 
wanted to do a film on him.

“For his Berryman project, 
he found a couple of experts on 
Berryman, and one of them was 
a professor at a college in Bos-
ton. Al made the arrangements, 
and we flew out to Boston.”

Rivard said Milgrom was an 
inveterate note taker, and when 
they were getting on the plane, 
he had about six bags of legal 
pads, a camera bag, and bags 
of books, all on a wheelie cart. 
“Halfway down the aisle, the 
cart tips. I was behind Al and 
could help him scoop all this 
stuff up. Anybody who knew Al 
could just picture this.”

Once they got to Boston, 
they met with the professor, 
which Al had said would take 
about an hour. An hour passed, 
and the interview had not even 
started, so the process was closer 
to three hours. 

“We were setting up lights 
and mics as we walked through 
the library. Of course, Al had no 
permission to do this. He was 
an improviser. He used to say 
‘We’ll get there and make it hap-
pen.’”

He said the expert on Ber-
ryman became totally engaged 
with Milgrom, and realized that 
he knew his stuff. And things 
turned around, and the profes-
sor began interviewing Milgrom, 
and they went on for hours.

“Al educated several genera-
tions of people who went on to 
become filmmakers themselves. 
The Cohen Brothers made a ref-
erence to him in their film, ‘In-
side Llewyn Davis.’ He also in-
fluenced Werner Herzog. Al was 
known around the world to a 
certain generation of filmmak-
ers.”

‘Nothing could stop him’
Artist and photographer 

Janet Bayliss would see Milgrom 
off and on over the years, when 
she was a student at the U, at-
tended foreign films and worked 
in Dinkytown. And over the 
years, those occasional meet-
ings increased, and she became 
a close friend.

Reflecting on Milgrom, 
she said he lived in a house 
of books. “He was a voracious 
reader of everything,” she noted. 
“If you came to his house early 
to pick him up for a shooting, 
he would be in his kitchen 
drinking a cup of coffee with 
cream and poring over the New 
York Times.

“He read the New York 
Times religiously, and he would 
tell me when he saw someone 
he knew from the past had 
died.”

Bayliss talked about driving 
in Dinkytown with Milgrom. 
“He yelled stop and jumped out 
of the car. He had found his Ber-
ryman, someone he wanted to 
re-enact in his film, and he want-
ed photos of him and got all his 
information. Then he recognized 
a street person he knew, and he 
gave him a couple of dollars. 
Then he saw a young lady with 
a puppy, and he ran across the 
street to pet the pup-py.”

She said Milgrom would go 
to the Walker, to the Guthrie, to 
the library, the Y, the bookstore. 

He loved to go dancing. When 
he died, he was working on his 
film of Russia.

“The saddest thing for me 
to see after he died was his 
kitchen calendar. Al loved cal-
endars, and he had them all 
over and would give them as 
presents. His calendar was al-
ways over-filled with events he 
was going to. And I looked at 
the month of December, and he 
only had two entries.

“COVID-19 was really hard 
on him,” Bayliss said, prevent-
ing him from going places. “He 
was so used to going out to pick 
up one ingredient for an Italian 
stew he was making.”

Bayliss recalled that when 
Milgrom was 96, they were up 
near Pine River and he want-
ed to shoot a scene for one of 
his films from the water to the 
shore. He found a paddle boat, 
and they went out in the boat to 
make the shot. “Nothing could 
stop him,” she said.

Agreeing with others who 
knew him that Milgrom was al-
ways taking notes, Bayliss com-
mented that his notetaking is 
complete. 

“There are people who 
touch your soul like no other.… 
They’ve taught you so much 
about life that their disappear-
ance is unfathomable.… Al was 
one such person.”

LEGENDARYAl Milgrom remembered by those in the Twin Cities film scene

>> from 11

The whirlwind life of legendary film enthusiast, professor, writer, photographer, 
filmmaker, and founder of the University Film Society ended Dec. 20 when Al 
Milgrom, 98, succumbed to a stroke. (Photo submitted)

Northeast Minneapolis artwork on display at airport
Travelers spending time at 

Minneapolis-Saint Paul Interna-
tional Airport will enjoy viewing 
art by hundreds of Northeast 
Minneapolis Arts District-based 
artists.

Part of the Airport Founda-
tion’s Arts@MSP program, the 
exhibit “Passages” includes a 
slide show of images by 180 art-
ists and a history of the North-
east Minneapolis Arts District 
as well as two-dimensional and 
three-dimensional works by 21 
artists. It is located in the Thom-
son Reuters Airport Mall Gallery 
in Terminal 1.

Additionally, “The Art of 
Abstraction,” another Northeast 
Minneapolis Arts District exhibit 
featuring 13 artists, appears near 
Gate H10 in Terminal 2.

Because the exhibits are only 
accessible to those with a board-
ing pass or who have business in 
the terminal, organizers have also 
put together website equivalents 

for the general public to view at 
their convenience.

These  a re  l inked  he re : 
https://northeastminneapolisarts-
district.org/msp/

 “It is an honor to showcase 
so many Northeast Minneapolis 
Arts District artists in this venue,” 
stated Josh Blanc, chair of the 
board for Northeast Minneapo-
lis Arts District. “Northeast art-
ists designed and executed some 
of the award-winning mosaics in 
MSP’s newly renovated restrooms 
since the airport began commis-
sioning these works in 2012. It’s 
great to again work with airport 
management that is so apprecia-
tive of the positive impact of art 
and design to achieve a memora-
ble travel experience.”

Denise Tennen, program 
manager from the Arts District, 
thanks curators Maggie Thomp-
son, Christopheraaron Deanes, 
Ta-coumba T. Aiken, and Sarah 
Nicole Knutson, website and 

slide show designers Remo Cam-
popiano and Alyse Emanuel, his-
tory compiler Margo Ashmore, 
and project team member Leslie 
Palmer-Ross for their dedication 
and high quality work on this 
project as well as their overall 
support throughout.

This project is funded by 
Mike Vennewitz in honor and 
memory of State Representative 
Diane Loeffler.

“Arts@MSP is delighted to 
showcase the wide variety of tal-
ented artists that live and work in 
the Northeast Minneapolis Arts 
District through these exhibits at 
MSP Airport. We've chosen our 
star gallery spaces to share the 
district's development into one 
of the premier arts destinations 
in the Upper Midwest, encour-
aging MSP guests to return to 
see, experience, and participate 
in Northeast Minneapolis' arts 
and culture economy,” said Ben 
Owen, Director, Arts@MSP.
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Wendy Wolff, M.A. organizing consultant / Minneapolis area  
612.423.5481 wendyjwolff@gmail.com

Mention this ad

25% off Any Package

than we could on our own,” Hor-
wich explained. The city funds 
2/3 of the program and MPHA 
1/3.

Stable Homes Stable Schools 
started on a small scale between 
MPHA and one particular school. 
“It grew when the mayor came 
to the table and said we might 
be able to take this program city-
wide,” Horwich said. “The pro-
gram ultimately expanded to 15 
schools, and now is a part of 18 
schools.”

Social workers identify chil-
dren at the schools who are 
homeless. Once housing is locat-
ed, the family pays a portion of 
its income for rent, and MPHA 
pays the balance.

According to Horwich, the 
rental assistance is combined 
with partners who help par-
ents become engaged with their 
child’s education to a higher de-
gree than they have been before.  
“They support them from all as-
pects of housing and education,” 
he said.

Rental  ass istance before 
homelessness

As the program came to-
gether, it became evident that 
some families needed help, but 
were not homeless. The Housing 
Stability Fund was developed, 
funded by the Pohlad Family 
Foundation with help from the 
Church of Latter Day Saints. This 
provides one-time financial as-
sistance to help people at risk of 
homelessness.

“At last count, this fund had 
expended $323,000. And it has 
been renewed,” Horwich said. 
“There is also a $300,000 state 
grant, Homework Starts with 
Home, that has expanded to the 
three additional schools and pro-
vides additional staff support.

”We have cont inued to 
house families during the pan-
demic, even though kids have 
not physically been in school,” 
Horwich continued. “COVID-19 
has made more stark the impor-
tance of stable housing when 
children need to attend from 
home.”

Horwich said the city has 
made a comparatively large 
amount of money available for 
rental assistance because of the 
pandemic. This includes one-
time help with back rent or other 
housing expenses. 

The COVID-19 rental assis-
tance is available to families no 
matter what school their child 
attends. “Long-term rental assis-
tance is limited to families whose 
children are enrolled in the 18 
schools,” he said.

More needed than available
Horwich said it is impossi-

ble to talk about Stable Homes 
Stable Schools without acknowl-
edging property owners. He said 
there is always a greater demand 
than supply for housing.

“Our partners at the YMCA 
are very important to this pro-
cess,” he said, “working with 
families on housing search to 
find landlords. Many with Sec-
tion 8 will tell you how difficult 
it is to find a place to use it. De-
pending on the school we need 
to keep kids close to and the size 
of the housing needed, it takes a 
lot of people coming to the table. 
There is a lag between enrolling 
families and finding housing.” 
Hennepin County also assists 
with this support.

“Our biggest challenge is 
connecting every family who 
needs a home with one that is 
available to them.”

Although the long-term 
results of Stable Homes Stable 
Schools may not be known for 
some time, the short-term results 
have been promising enough to 
make the pilot program perma-
nent. The University of Minne-
sota is starting to research the 
effects.

According to Horwich, some 
measurements of the program 
have already been very encour-
aging. This includes attendance, 
getting to school, behavioral is-
sues, and children starting and 
finishing the school year at the 
same school.

Charlotte Kinzley, Manager, 
Homeless/Highly Mobile Stu-
dent Services at MPS, concurs.

“In our district overall, the 
average for school stability of 
students remaining in the same 
school all year is 86 %. The av-
erage for students in the Stable 
Homes Stable Schools program 
is 90%,” she said. “We also have 
seen statistically significant prog-
ress in school attendance.”

Kinzley said she started at 
MPS right as the program was 
launching. “It was a wonderful 
way to start my role, and one of 
the favorite parts of my job.”

Kinzley said MPS wants to 
eliminate barriers for those stu-
dents experiencing homelessness 
and other issues, and finds there 
is a greater need than what is 

available. 
“We prioritize around who 

is most in need, and I wish we 
could meet the needs of all,” she 
said. “But we are reaching a large 
number of students.”

She said that COVID-19 
has affected the program in two 
ways. “We have had to shift our 
work in a way that makes it pos-
sible for families to connect with 
the program virtually. All of our 
students got devices through 
MPS and the Internet, and that 
removed some barriers.”

The program also has been 
affected by the low numbers of 
homeless that have been iden-
tified. “Family shelter numbers 
are historically low,” she added. 
“We think the Eviction Moratori-
um has affected the numbers, but 
there is also a lack of touchpoint 
with the schools. We are not see-
ing parents or students specifi-
cally in the school buildings. We 
can’t ask questions, and it makes 
it harder to make referrals.”

Kinzley added that MPS is 
working hard to get the message 
out. “We sent out a district-wide 
survey, and we are trying to make 
sure we are identifying those 
who are homeless.”

“We are all really worried 
about what happens when the 
Eviction Moratorium is lifted. 
A lot of really fabulous smart 
people are working on that, and 
hopefully we can prevent as 
much [homelessness] as we can.”

On the other hand, Kinzley 
said the school district is hav-
ing families coming for support 
that would not have done so be-
fore the pandemic hit. She said 
MPS is referring these families to 
COVID-19 support services and 
other resources. 

AS REPORTED
Stable Homes Stable Schools quar-
terly report through Sept. 30, 2020

Total children served: 2,312
-Children housed with 3-year 
rental assistance: 236
-Children receiving one-time 
assistance: 726
-Children receiving one-time 
assistance (COVID-19): 1350

Total families served: 801
-Families housed with 3-year 
rental assistance: 69
-Families receiving one-time 
assistance: 263
-Families receiving one-time 
assistance (COVID-19): 469

STABLE 
HOMES, 
STABLE 
SCHOOLS
>> from 1

Behind Mayor Jacob Frey is then-MPHA-Executive Director Greg Russ, MPS 
Superintendent Ed Graff, and Ward 4 Council Member Phillipe Cunningham 
at a May 2019 launch for the program. (Photo submitted)
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It’s all hands on deck as artists and volunteers hoist the new metal fist onto its base in George Floyd Square. Artist Jordan 
Powell Karis is in green (Photo by Jill Boogren)

By JILL BOOGREN
On Jan.  18,  community 

members at George Floyd Square 
honored the late Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. by raising a fist. 

Literally. 
A little after noon, Jordan 

Powell Karis, with a team of art-
ists and volunteers, hoisted a 
newly fabricated metal “Black 
Power” fist, replacing the iconic 
wooden fist that had defined the 
center of 38th St. and Chicago 
Ave. since June.

For Powell Karis, who creat-
ed the original sculpture, the fist 
represents power to the people, 
and “it’s the people who made it 
happen.”

“We all take it very special 
to our hearts to be able to par-
ticipate in this way,” said Powell 
Karis. “This is a protest, so this is 
where we as a community come 
together in protest. We’re protest-
ing right now.”

In  ear ly  December,  the 
wooden fist was replaced by a 
wooden open hand to hold space 
in the Square while they created 
the more durable metal sculpture.

Among the artists was lead 
fabricator Seven Bailey, a near-

by resident who teaches at Chi-
cago Avenue Fire Arts Center. 
Contacted a month prior, Bai-
ley assembled a crew of about 
a dozen people who rotated in 
and out over a one-week peri-
od. Working with Powell Karis, 
they templated the wooden fist 
to be sure this one held true to 
the original. They cut it, creat-
ed an inner frame structure and 
began to build – with some crews 
working on the base, some on the 
forearm, others on the fist – then 
collaborating to fit it all together.

That the fist is now made of 
metal might surprise those who 
thought the original was made of 
metal. Even Bailey thought so, at 
first look.

“‘Til I got close to it, [then] I 
was like, ‘Oh, that’s wood,’ and I 
thought to myself, I hope some-
body makes it out of metal,” 
said Bailey. “I just didn’t know 
I would get to make it out of 
metal.”

Onlookers cheered as the fist 
was raised. Travelers from Pensac-
ola, Fla., who were in town for 
just two days, were grateful the 
timing coincided with their visit 
to George Floyd Square.

“It’s great to come down here 
at the time when it’s happening, 
you know?” said Felipe Jackson.

“Perfect timing,” Javen Jack-
son added.

Mecca Jackson appreciated 
seeing the community support, 
"especially on MLK Jr. Day."

For Bailey, who lives just four 
blocks away from 38th St. and 
Chicago Ave., this was an oppor-
tunity to create with the commu-
nity.

“I don’t think there’s any-
thing better that we can be doing 
on MLK Jr. Day, honestly. This is 
just proof we can keep creating, 
we can keep building, we can 
keep coming together, because 
that is what all of this has really 
shown us, is that a community 
is big, and it is vast,” they said. 
“And things like public art truly 
unite folks.”

Community members con-
tinue to hold space at George 
Floyd Square as they call for jus-
tice for the murder of George 
Floyd by the Minneapolis police. 
Their 24 demands for justice are 
found in Resolution 001 at  bit.
ly/georgefloydsquare-a.

Raising a fist for
BLACK POWER

Community members raise their fists 
in power after the new, more durable, 
metal fist is installed at George Floyd 
Square on MLK Day. (Photo by Jill 
Boogren)
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ad options. 
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Half page 
300x600, two columns wide 

They only make up 5% of all ad volume. 
But we strongly recommend these for your best advertisers.   

You can have several on a page if you spread them out.   

They can run on all sizes, but we recommend  
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PRICES AND DIMENSIONS
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CRISIS HOTLINE
Call the Minnesota Day One 
Crisis Hotline at 1-866-223-1111 
if you or someone you know is 
seeking shelter due to a danger-
ous relationship or needs to cre-
ate a safety plan.

HANDYMAN
Dr. House does it all: From a 
leaky faucet to a new addition. I 
can save you money on electrical 
and plumbing. Call John at 651-
231-5652.

HOME DESIGN
Plan your next remodel with Fresh 
Space Design! 18 years' experience 
in custom space planning, con-
cept and construction drawings, 
fixture and finish selections. Gail 
Jacobson, Allied ASID. References 
available. 612-310-7069. www.
FreshSpaceDesignLLC.com

PAINTING
Bill's Painting. 38 years experi-
ence. Painting, wallpaper, staining 
and texturing. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Attention to details. 
Call Bill 612-790-1266.
Painting, wallpaper removal, wall 
repair, basement floors, walls. 
Jim. 612-202-5514.

PETS
John's Dog Walking - Daily dog 
walks, boarding and in home pet 
visits. 15 years experience, Insured 
and Bonded. 612-825-9019. www.
facebook.com/johnpetservice. 

ROOFING
30 years experience hail and 
wind damage specialist. Replace 
or repair. Free estimate. Licensed/
insured. 612-724-3934

STORAGE
MPLS Storage located in the 
Longfellow neighborhood has 
units for rent at low rates. Locally 
owned and family operated. ½ 
block from Lake and Hiawatha. 
612-333-7525. B-20

SNOW REMOVAL
Roof, snow and ice removal. 
Licensed/insured. Call Roger. 
612-724-3934.

FREE BUSINESS/
ORGANIZATION LISTINGS

Post them yourself

LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com

What 
does 
print 

offer that 
digital 
doesn’t? 
An unin-
terrupted 
reading experience.

PRINT  CAN TRULY 
CAPTIVATE

Faith Matters
Bethlehem Covenant Church
3141 43rd Ave. S. • 612-721-5768
www.bethlehemcov.org  
Pastor Erick Abramson
All sermons can be found online at
www.bethelehemcov.org
Contact the office at office@

bethlehemcov.org to find out how to 
join other gatherings virtually.

Epworth United Methodist
3207 37th Ave. • 612-722-0232
www.epworthmpls.org 
Pastor Steven Reiser
Adult Study 9:30 am via email
10:30 am - Sunday Worship: livestreamed 

on Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/EpworthUMCMPLS/ 

2nd Wednesday: Beer/Bagel & Bible 
Study via Zoom from 6:30-8:00 pm

Advent on Facebook

Faith Ev. Lutheran Church
3430 East 51st St. •  612-729-5463
www.fatihlutheranmpls.org 
Pastor Jesse Davis
Live Worship  - Sundays 9:00 am
Bible classes - Sunday 10 am and 

Wednesday at 10 am 
Bring a Mask 

Minnehaha Communion Lutheran
4101 37th Ave. S. • 612-722-9527
www.minnehahacommunion.org
Interim Pastor Lee Hallstrom
All services and programs temporarily 

on-line. Check church website for any 
changes.

9:45 am-online Sunday Worship 
 “Building Relationships with Christ & 

Each Other”

Park Avenue United Methodist 
Church

3400 Park Ave. • 612-825-6863
www.parkavechurch.org
Senior Pastor Gregg Taylor, Minister of 

Preaching Steven Belton
Reaching & rebuilding in the Central 

Neighborhood.100+ years of lively 
worship and diverse congregation.

info@parkavechurch.org for information 
about online services.

Spirit Garage - A curious, quirky and 
creative Christian faith community

www.spiritgarage.org • 612-827-1074
Pastor Holly Johnson 
Music Minister John Kerns
Worship Sundays @ 10:30 AM On 

Facebook Live and Periscope
Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17 at 7 p.m.
Poetry, writing, racial reconciliation and 

book events

St. Albert the Great Catholic
E. 29th St. at 32nd Ave. S. • 612-724-3643 
www.saintalbertthegreat.org
Fr. Joe Gillespie, O.P.
Weekend masses (masked & socially 
distanced) with attendance 
SUGGESTED by last name: 
Saturday 5:00 pm. A-G 
Sunday 9:30 am. H-M 
Sunday 12 noon. N-Z 
Center front door access only.

Trinity Lutheran Church
of Minnehaha Falls
5212 41st Ave. S.  •  612-724-3691
www.trinityfalls.org
Pastor Matt Oxendale
Livestream worship Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Visit http://www.trinityfalls.org for links for 

streaming services and  
 in-person update

Faith Matters classified ads must be received by the Messenger by Feb. 
12 for the Feb. 25 issue. Call 651-917-4183 for more information and 

pricing. Your classified ad will also be automatically placed on the 
Messenger’s website at www.LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com

What categories should the newspaper add? Let us know.

Neighborhood churches welcome you.

PROJECT OF NEIGHBORHOOD CHURCHES
Minnehaha Food Shelf, serving people Tuesday, 10:30 am - 3 pm 

Call us at 612-721-6231 • Minnehaha United Methodist • 3701 E. 50th St. 

>>IT MATTERS/MARKETPLACE AD FORM<<
NAME: ________________________________________________                                                                                                    
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________
PHONE:   _______________  EMAIL:  _______________________
Ad text 10 words for $10 _________ _________ _________ _________ 

_________ _________ _________ _________ _________ _________

($1 each additional word) _________ _________ _________ _________ 

_________ _________ _________ _________ _________ _________ 

_________ _________ _________ _________ _________ _________

IDEAS: Thank a teacher. Recognize a neighbor. Promote your side hustle.
Make checks payable to TMC Publications.

Messenger Want Ads are $1 per 
word with a $10 minimum. Send 
your remittance along with your 
ad to Messenger Classifieds, 5139 
34th Ave. S. #17097, Minneapolis, 
MN 55417; e-mail denis@long-
fellownokomismessenger.com; or 
call 651-917-4183.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Male PCA to help young man 
learn appropriate community 
social interaction, educational 
tasks, IADLs, give mom a break. 
Good role model, sensitive to 
diverse cultures, clear spoken 
English, background check 
required. Flexible schedule. Jane 
612-722-2271.

OFFICE SPACE
Wellness or therapy space for 
rent: On bus route. Easy access to 
light rail. Located at Minnehaha 
Ave S. and 42nd St. Open to 
build out. 2nd floor space avail. 
Call Jim between 8 a.m. and 
2 p.m. 612-490-1457 or email: 
KRZ@NELSONELECTRICINC.
COM.

Home Matters

Want ads must be received by the Messenger by Feb. 12 for the Feb. 25 issue. Call 651-917-4183 for more information. 
Your classified ad will also be automatically placed on the Messenger’s website at www.LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com

STUMP  
GRINDING

612-724-6045

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Plaster / Sheetrock Repair
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing • Ceiling Texturing / Repair
• Wallpaper Stripping / Wall Repair / Skim Coating

WWW.CA S T L E B R I .COM

MNBC00 5 6 57

S C H E D U L E  A  V I R T U A L

A P P O I N T M E N T  T O  D I S C U S S

YO U R  W I N D O W  R E P L A C E M E N T
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MARKETPLACE

Job 
Matters

>>

Homelessness disproportion-
ately hurts Black, Indigenous, 
People of Color and LGBTQIA+ 
people. We believe that these 
communities, and anyone who 
has experienced homeless-
ness, are the experts and must 
be centered in the work we do 
together. We will not be able 
to end homelessness without 
these communities identifying 
the issues, solutions, and mak-
ing decisions.

The MN Coalition for the 
Homeless is hiring two posi-
tions. Find out more on our 
website: www.mnhomelesscoa-
lition.org 
•Full-time Regional Experts 
Organizer: This job is ideal for 
someone who wants to orga-
nize within communities most 
impacted by the housing crisis 
and the organizations dedi-
cated to ending homelessness. 
First review of applications is 
February 7th.
•Part-time Operations Manag-
er: This is a flexible, part-time 
position to support the opera-
tions of MCH. The ideal candi-
date will be a team player and 
detail-oriented. First review of 
applications is February 1st.

JOIN OUR TEAM at the 
Minnesota Coalition 

for the Homeless

INVEST IN YOUR BUSINESS
through ads on this page.

Tesha@LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com  
Denis@LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com
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Funcitydogs.com   612-722-3647 

FFuunn  CCiittyy  DDooggss  
  Daycare & No Cage Boarding  

Socialize that new Covid puppy! 
Watch them play on the 

webcams. Trained staff &           
2 outdoor areas. 

February is dental month, come in for a 
teeth brushing or dental treats. 

By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN
Anyone who has ever owned 

a dog knows that training one is 
hard work. Most of us are satis-
fied with the basics – but Tom 
and Julie Coleman, co-founders 
of Pawsitivity Service Dogs in St. 
Paul, have a taller order to fill.

Since 2012, they have dedi-
cated themselves to rescuing and 
training service dogs for U.S. mil-
itary veterans and children with a 
range of physical and psychiatric 
disabilities. 

According to Tom, about 
one out of every 1,000 dogs is 
suitable for service dog training. 
He said, “The list of desirable 
personality traits is pretty long. 
We prefer low-energy dogs, for 
starters. Most service dogs tend 
to be Labrador retrievers or gold-
en retrievers. They are bred to be 
duck-hunting dogs. Historically, 
their job has been to lie down 
quietly in the bottom of a boat 
and wait. They are people-fo-
cused, patient, and big enough 
not to get stepped on.”

 Tom and Julie have graduat-
ed 27 service dog/handler teams 
since they formed their non-prof-
it organization almost a decade 
ago. Service dogs are trained to 
improve the quality of life for 
people living with disabilities 
such as autism, blindness, epi-
lepsy, PTSD or other psychiatric 
disorders. 

Tom explained, “To be eli-
gible to receive a service dog, a 
person has to have an ADA rec-
ognized disability (Americans 
with Disabilities Act.) The law 
specifies that each dog must be 
trained for a specific person and 
their disability. One of the things 
we specialize in is training dogs 
for people with multiple disabil-
ities. This requires personalized 
training for the whole family.”

How can a service dog help?

Post Traumatic Stress Dis-
order (PTSD) can affect veterans 
returning home from service, 
and is one of the disabilities a 
service dog can help with. PTSD 
can also affect people who have 
experienced trauma or violence 
unrelated to military service. 
Tom said, “PTSD often involves 
hyper-sensitivity to sound, and 
unexpected sounds can trigger a 
series of panic reactions. While 
more research needs to be done, 
service dog intervention is in-
creasingly being recommend-
ed by clinicians for people with 
PTSD.

“A service dog can pro-
vide some of these benefits: re-
duced depression, reduced need 
for medication, improved sleep 
quality, reduced thoughts of sui-
cide, reduced isolation, improved 
social skills, and improved ability 
to volunteer or work.”

Changing careers
A chance conversation led 

the Colemans down the path to 
becoming professional dog train-
ers. They trace the beginnings of 
their career change to a conversa-
tion with a friend whose son had 
autism. The little boy’s quality of 
life started to improve when his 
family got him a dog.  The fam-
ily had dreamed of a service dog 
trained to anticipate the unique 
needs of an autistic child, but 
there wasn’t one available.

Both Tom and Julie decided 
to pursue training at the national 
CATCH Dog Training Academy 
in positive reinforcement and 
force-free training methods. Their 
idea was to start a non-profit; 
they would rescue dogs and train 
them to be service dogs for chil-
dren with autism. They quickly 
realized the need was broader 
than that.

An editor before she became 

a dog trainer, Julie does most of 
the hands-on stuff. Her personal-
ity is sometimes likened to a bor-
der collie because of her precise, 
organized work style. As execu-
tive director, Tom, who has a the-
ater background, fundraises and 
works one-on-one with families 
receiving service dogs. Friends 
say he has the temperament of a 
golden retriever: people-focused 
and enthusiastic.

The Pawsitivity team trains 
2-3 dogs each year. Tom said, 
“There are millions of people in 
the U.S. who qualify as having a 
disability. We might be the small-
est training organization in the 
state of Minnesota. Can Do Ca-
nines is the largest, and they train 

maybe 10 times as many dogs 
each year. The need for trained 
service dogs is tremendous, but 
the supply is very limited.”

He continued, “We are not 
currently taking applications 
for service dogs. In fact, we have 
found that wait lists don’t work. 
When we have a dog ready to 
be placed in the community, we 
post that on our website and so-
cial media channels. Every time, 
we get a flood of applications. 
We use a 10-point list of ques-
tions to evaluate who is the best 
choice to receive a particular dog. 
Once the dog is placed with an 
individual or family, that’s when 
the person-specific training be-
gins.” 

Outreach to those underserved 
Pawsitivity’s newest program 

funds a Black U.S. military vet-
eran who trains service dogs for 
other Black U.S. military veter-
ans. Tom said, “The service dog 
training community is not di-
verse at all. People of Color are 
very under-represented in both 
training and receiving service 
dogs. As far as I can tell, ours is 
the first service dog organization 
focused on increasing diversity. 
We are committed to helping 
train service dogs for Black U.S. 
military veterans.” 

The power of community
According to Tom, “The key 

to our success has been leverag-
ing the power of community. The 
Grand Avenue Veterinary Center 
has donated spaying and neuter-
ing services for years. We receive 
pro-bono legal consultation, and 
help with fundraising from or-
ganizations like the Minnesota 
Wild.

“People who have pets un-
derstand the value of those re-
lationships – how having a pet 
can be life changing, even in the 
absence of a disability. Imag-
ine what it would be like to be 
a child with autism. Having a 
service dog could open doors 
to making a friend and being 
a friend. If it’s true that it takes 
a village to raise a child, it can 
also be said that it takes a village 
to raise a service dog. And that 
service dog has the potential to 
change people’s lives for the bet-
ter.”

Pawsitivity is a full member 
of Animal Assisted Intervention 
International (AAII), and is com-
mitted to positive reinforcement 
training methods.

To make a donation, go to 
www.pawsitivityservicedogs.com. 

Executive director Tom Coleman with Winston, a service dog-in-training.  
(Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

Local non-profit trains service dogs for vets and kids
PAWSITIVITY SERVICE DOGS
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